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The Assumption as a Monastic
Celebration: JElred of Rievaulx's
Homilies for the Feast
by
Marie Anne Mayeski
Like all monastic writers of the twelfth century, lElred of Rievaulx
can be best understood if seen against the tradition which he studied
with care and which he wished to reinterpret in light of his own day
and context. For the Marian feast of the Assumption, lElred's chief
predecessors were the Carolingian authors whose homilies for that
feast were pivotal in the later development of the doctrine of the
Assumption and its connection with the other Marian teaching. It was
under the Carolingians that the feast of the Assumption found its
permanent place in the liturgical calendar in the West, and in The Cult
of the Virgin Mary in Anglo-Saxon England, Mary Clayton notes the
importance of the Carolingians in the development of the theology of
the Assumption, asserting that their "main contribution ...was
probably the greater emphasis they placed upon the person of Mary.
Whereas patristic writers concentrated on Mary's role as mother of God
and its consequences for Christological doctrine, the Carolingians
sought rather to explore the consequences for Mary herself."1 It seems
helpful, then, to begin this study of some of lElred's homilies for the
Assumption with a glance at some Carolingian homilies which can
serve as foil to highlight his OW!\ contributions.

1 Mary Clayton, The Cult of the Virgin Mary in anglo-Saxon England
(Cambridge and New York: Cambridge UP, 1990) 23.

